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Paintings should always be treated as objects of value and
as living things, which, like human beings, can only survive
comfortably in certain conditions; they dislike intense cold
and extreme heat, and are unhappy in damp or excessively dry
conditions. Most of all, they do not like abrupt fluctuations
in temperature and humidity, as this causes sudden physical
changes which over a period of time fatigue both the paint
and its support, resulting in damage. All though paintings
cannot be allowed to dictate the conditions of life, as they
might in the controlled atmosphere of a gallery, they should
be accommodated thoughtfully within them. (Stephenson,
1993:185)
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